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	November 2009

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1  
All Saints
Joyful Mission Korean Church  2:00-5:00 PM
Commemoration of All Faithful Departed 

5:00 PM Church


	2 

Guest & New Members

7:00 PM Sunday School Room
NA Meeting 

8:00 PM Starr Hall
	3

Eucharist 11:00 AM


	4

AA Meeting 

8:00 PM Starr Hall
	5

Yoga 

9:30 AM Starr Hall
Letting Go Letting Be

7:30 PM  Church


	6

Papillion Women's AA 1:00 PM Starr Hall

Silent Movies with organ accompaniment 7:00 PM 
Starr Hall & Church
	7



	8
Twenty Third Sunday 

after Pentecost
Stewardship 

In-Gathering

Joyful Mission Korean Church  2:00-5:00 PM


	9

NA Meeting 

8:00 PM Starr Hall

Vestry 

7:30 PM Church
	10

Eucharist 11:00 AM


	11

AA Meeting 

8:00 PM Starr Hall
	12  

Yoga 

9:30 AM Starr Hall

Letting Go Letting Be

7:30 PM  Church

Choir

7:30 PM Starr Hall
	13

Papillion Women's AA 1:00 PM Starr Hall
	14

	15

Twenty Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Joyful Mission Korean Church  2:00-5:00 PM


	16

NA Meeting 

8:00 PM Starr Hall


	17

Eucharist 11:00 AM


	18

AA Meeting 

8:00 PM Starr Hall
	19

Yoga 

9:30 AM Starr Hall

Letting Go Letting Be

7:30 PM  Church

Choir

7:30 PM Starr Hall
	20

Papillion Women's AA 1:00 PM Starr Hall
	21

	22

Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King

Joyful Mission Korean Church 2:00-5:00 PM


	23

NA Meeting 

8:00 PM Starr Hall
	24

Eucharist 11:00 AM


	25

AA Meeting 

8:00 PM Starr Hall
	26 

Thanksgiving Day

10:00 AM Church

Letting Go Letting Be

7:30 PM  Church


	27

Papillion Women's AA 1:00 PM Starr Hall
	28

	29

First Sunday of Advent

Joyful Mission Korean Church 2:00 -5:00 PM

	30

Communications 

Committee

7:30 PM Kitchen

NA Meeting 

8:00 PM Starr Hall
	[image: image2.wmf]
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November/December 2009





A Fresh Start





Fall is the season for fresh starts. Students of all ages begin another academic year, hoping this one will be better than the last, hoping they can live up to the expectations placed upon them, or excited about a new venture. Churches start up Christian-Ed classes and other programs in tandem with the academic year.  I’ve begun a diocesan program for priests in new positions that actually is called Fresh Start. I am meeting clergy who are new to the diocese as well as clergy who have changed positions, as is the case for me.


St. Peter’s is also in the beginning of a Fresh Start. As most of you know, last fall we began a serious process of reflection, planning, and action to turn St. Peter’s course around. We are in a parish that has had declining attendance, declining involvement in activities, and declining spirit. The kick-off event for our own fresh start last fall was a parish retreat at the Priory of St. Anthony out on Folly Quarters Road. The fruits of that retreat were a new mission statement, new energy, new and renewed bonds between parishioners, and a very successful stewardship campaign. The vestry has been tackling projects to make the church more welcoming, such as the signage and repainted parking lots, redesigned bulletins and guest packets, and improved communication mechanisms.  In response to requests by parishioners, the worship committee decided to move from three services to two, and to make various changes to enhance the worship experience. A recent aspect of our fresh start was the inauguration of co-rectors for St. Peter’s —Kirk and myself. Finally, just a couple of weeks ago, our second annual parish retreat was held at the Franciscan Priory. We prayed, sang, laughed, and ate together. We also talked about the ministries that each of us is involved in, and shared what those ministries have meant to us.


With all these positive developments in the past year, it is easy to think, “Oh, good, the crisis is over, we’ve done our fresh start, and everything is fine again. Nothing could be further from the truth. A church is reborn gradually, just as a decline is usually gradual. For our rebirth to succeed, we all need to realize that our “Fresh Start” efforts have just begun. It is imperative that we keep our goals in mind, and work together to achieve them.


What are our goals, you may ask? Our goals as a Christian community are powerfully expressed in our mission statement, written by the people of St. Peter’s:





With Christ as our Guide,


Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church at Ellicott Mills


Is an Open and Supportive Community


That puts God’s Love into Action through


Service, Spiritual Growth, and Joyful Celebration


Very shortly we will begin reciting our mission statement every Sunday before the dismissal. We will do this so that the words will go from the front page of our bulletin into our minds, our voices, and our hearts. Reciting our mission statement as a community also affirms our commitment to these goals, and invites Christ into our lives to show us, as individuals and as a community, how to put God’s love into action right here in Howard County. When He is invited, Christ has a habit of showing up if we open ourselves to his presence. 


The question for each of us is, “ Where do I feel called to put God’s love into action in some way—through service, growing spiritually, and engaging in joyful celebration—at St. Peter’s?”  


Fall is a time for Fresh Starts. If St. Peter’s is to continue to move forward with its fledgling Fresh Start, everyone is needed and everyone’s contributions are vital. 





In Christ,


Mary-Marguerite





Co-Rector’s Corner
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Upcoming Dates:


November 1


All Saints and All Faithful Departed





November 6 


Silent Movie





November 8


Stewardship 


In-Gathering 





November 26


Thanksgiving





December 6


Birthday Sunday





December 20


Sunday School Pageant





December 24


Christmas Eve





December 25


Christmas Day





January 6


Epiphany
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            Evan Pounder





Matthew Pounder








Getting to Know You 





Our youth continue to introduce the people in and around St. Peter’s.  For this issue, Evan Pounder interviewed Mary-Marguerite Kohn.  Evan thought up the questions and sat down to talk with Mary-Marguerite, recently.  Here are highlights of that interview – things you never knew about our Co-Rector.





What is your favorite part about being a priest?  


MM - A lot; celebrating the Eucharist because when we all come together and share. I also love it when children come to the altar; it makes my heart happy.


What inspired you to be a priest?  


MM - God spoke to me.  I wasn't thinking about it at all. It took me a while to believe because I didn't think I was good enough or holy enough. It took me a few years to follow through.


Do you feel nervous when you say the sermon or when you talk in front of people?


MM - Sometimes, yes, but not always.  If it's the first time I've spoken to a group of people or if I have a sermon that challenges people, then I'm a bit nervous.  


What is you favorite food?


MM - Ice cream because it was a special thing my dad and I did together.  When I was 8 years old, I had to get (medical) shots and he took me for ice cream afterwards.  Ice cream always brings up good memories of me and my dad and the times we shared together.


What team do you like in baseball?


MM - Oh dear, the Boston Red Sox because I lived in Boston and seeing Fenway Park.  You just had to like them living Boston.


Were you an acolyte when you were my age? 


MM - No, because girls could not be acolytes when I grew up.  My dad was one though and I used to watch him and learn from him.  The first time I was an acolyte was when I was an adult and I remember it being so exciting.


What is your favorite book?  


MM - I like a lot of different kinds and it just depends on what kind of mood I'm in.  To relax, I enjoy fantasy-science fiction type of books.  When I want to have a spiritual read, I read Roberta Bondi.  It helps me gain in faith and get closer to God.  I've been reading so many books lately for my dissertation that I haven't had too much personal reading time.  I enjoy the fantasy/fairy tale books from growing up.  I loved to read because you could imagine anything.


What is your favorite movie?  


MM - "King of Hearts" is my favorite of all time.  It's a story of a guy who goes to a town that has a mental hospital there.  The more he interacted with the people in the town and the hospital, the more he realized the people in the hospital were actually healthier than the people in the town.


Did you or do you play an instrument?


MM - Not very well (laughing).  No, but if I had, I would like to play the piano.


What is your favorite instrument?


MM - The most amazing thing I have heard was someone playing the Celtic Harp - it sounded beautiful.





St. Peter’s Parish


 At Ellicott Mills 








Do you know someone in the parish who made a team? Is in a play? Got a promotion? Got an award? Let us know so we can join in the celebration. Contact Richard O’Dell at � HYPERLINK "mailto:rod526@gmail.com" ��rod526@gmail.com�
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Jesse Zink





Over the last 3 years, St. Peter’s has gotten to know a remarkable young man named Jesse Zink.  We met Jesse through his work with the African Medical Mission in Itipini South Africa.  During Jesse’s recent visit to St. Peter's, Dave Pounder sat down and chatted with Jesse  who was more than willing to answer questions and share his story with us.





What inspired you to undertake this mission?  I had always heard stories and read statistics about life in Africa and I developed a connection for wanting to do work in Africa.  I wanted to be there as opposed to just reading about it and working this through the Church made the most sense for me.  I could have gone through the Peace Corps but my faith motivated me to do that.  


What were your expectations going in?  That's a good question.  I almost forget what motivated me; I wish I had written it down because it was all swept away when I arrived.  I had this idea that I would be helpful in concrete, tangible ways and none of that came true.  In reality, how foolish it was for me to think that you can be in control of certain situations.


What did you feel arriving in Africa and realizing what you were about to undertake?  I had nervous and uncertain feelings; I was scared, too.  I didn't know a lot about what I was getting into and I wasn't clear on what I was going to do.  I had a 10 hour layover in London, England enroute to Africa and I remember being really nervous, but also excited about what was ahead of me.  I was about to live a dream, the dream to live in Africa.  This was a dream of mine since growing up in Massachusetts, through Graduate School in Chicago and even while I was in Alaska.  While I was in Alaska, I knew that if I didn't do it at this time and at this moment, the moment would pass me by.


What were your responsibilities at Itipini?  This was an ever-evolving thing.  My initial frustration was when I got there and saw that things were running smooth.  Jenny McConnachie does a great job running things.  They had a lot of local staff who were filling roles and it worked.  First I had to learn how the system worked - how the clinic, pre-school, and after-school worked.  Once I learned what everyone did and how the system worked, now I could add to those situations.  I started playing my guitar, teaching English, helping patients navigate the health care system in Umtata.  The first several months were very important, yet different.  You didn't feel like you were really doing anything, yet it was critical building relationships and trust.  This was the groundwork for future work.


What were you most proud of during your stay?  Breaking down the walls I had going in and being able to work and be with the people there.  All the walls I had were dissolved and I became a meaningful member of the community.  People I interacted with are close and dear to me which is remarkable considering our divergent backgrounds and the fact that we could be so close is something I'm delighted with.  It's something that I don't underestimate the significance of that.


How does it feel transitioning from being a student to missionary and back to being a student?  How are you different?  It's been very difficult; intensely difficult.  We were told in the beginning that the re-entry would be a very difficult time.  Even coming back from Alaska was a culture shock, so this was very tough.  Simply going to the grocery store and seeing the abundance we live with was very tough.  As for being with people my own age, it has been different.  An analogy I use is that school is like the 35,000 foot view of faith and life.  Itipini was the ground level.  People have to experience the difficult part, be a part of it.  Whereas in school you can just fly over the difficult parts and see it, but don't experience it.  This experience was formative for me.  Secondly, I do have a different perspective that I didn't anticipate.  I don't always know how to talk and communicate that perspective; how to share what I saw.  I like to use a Quaker expression in lieu of this - "Let your life speak."  


What/Where are you going next?  I like to say God only knows (laughing).  Before I left, someone told me not to think that you can plan for when you come back and the things you will do after the mission.  We needed to be open to how the experience changes you, and I totally ignored it.  My experience wasn't complete after one year and I needed a second year and I didn't plan on going to Yale.  Yale came out of my experience.  I don't want to try to guess what is next.  What I'm interested in is what I spoke about during the Sermon - mission and reconciliation - and we'll see where that leads me.


How can St. Peter's continue to help this mission?  St. Peter's is very important to Itipini and there is a lot of good work that is done as a result of helping the same place.  And it helps build a long-term relationship.  I look at it in a stewardship kind of way - Time, Talents, and Treasure.  Money is easy to send to Itipini because they can buy the core staples - food, clothing, etc - at Itipini for cheaper than you could send them to Itipini considering the cost to transport, etc.  The question becomes how St. Peter’s can use their Time and Talents.  Is there something St. Peter's can do locally; where is God in Howard County?  How can we give of ourselves?  But certainly, St. Peter's support to Itipini is very important.


I would also like to mention about the Young Adult Service Corps, which is a program for Episcopalians.  This is a great program that does not get enough mention and they have been very instrumental in my development.  I always like to take time to recognize their program.
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December 2009�
�
Sunday�
Monday�
Tuesday�
Wednesday�
Thursday�
Friday�
Saturday�
�
��
1


Eucharist 11:00 AM


�
2


AA Meeting 


8:00 PM Starr Hall�
3 


Yoga 


9:30 AM Starr Hall


Letting Go Letting Be


7:30 PM  Church


Choir


7:30 PM Starr Hall�
4


Papillion Women's AA 1:00 PM Starr Hall


�
5�
�
6 Second Sunday of Advent


Birthday Cake Sunday








Joyful Mission Korean Church  2:00-5:00 PM


�
7


Guest & New Members 7:00 PM Sunday School Room





NA Meeting 


8:00 PM Starr Hall�
8


Eucharist 11:00 AM


�
9


AA Meeting 


8:00 PM Starr Hall�
10


Yoga 


9:30 AM Starr Hall


Letting Go Letting Be


7:30 PM  Church


Choir


7:30 PM Starr Hall�
11


Papillion Women's AA 1:00 PM Starr Hall


�
12�
�
13 Third Sunday of Advent


Birthday Sunday








Joyful Mission Korean Church  2:00-5:00 PM


�
14





Vestry 


7:30 PM Church








NA Meeting 


8:00 PM Starr Hall�
15


Eucharist 11:00 AM


�
16


AA Meeting 


8:00 PM Starr Hall�
17


Yoga 


9:30 AM Starr Hall


Letting Go Letting Be


7:30 PM  Church


Choir


7:30 PM Starr Hall�
18


Papillion Women's AA 1:00 PM Starr Hall


�
19�
�
20 Fourth Sunday of Advent


Christmas Pageant








Joyful Mission Korean Church  2:00-5:00 PM


�
21


NA Meeting 


8:00 PM Starr Hall�
22


Eucharist 11:00 AM


�
23


AA Meeting 


8:00 PM Starr Hall�
24 


Christmas Eve


4:30 Pm


9:00 PM


Church�
25 


Christmas Day


10:00 AM Church�
26�
�
27 � HYPERLINK "http://www.io.com/~kellywp/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html" �First Sunday after Christmas��





Joyful Mission Korean Church  2:00-5:00 PM


�
28


Communications


7:00 PM Kitchen











NA Meeting 


8:00 PM Starr Hall�
29


Eucharist 11:00 AM


�
30


AA Meeting 


8:00 PM Starr Hall�
31


Yoga 


9:30 AM Starr Hall





Letting Go Letting Be


7:30 PM  Church


�
��
�









Our Ministries - Route 1
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Over the next two issues we will give a glimpse of Route 1 Phil Shaw a member of the Vestry and the “Mayor” of St. Peter’s shares his experience. When I came on the vestry last year I was hoping to find a local outreach that St. Peter’s could participate in on a regular basis. I heard about a group of churches that were visiting homeless people along Route 1 and it sounded like something great for St. Peter’s to be involved with. I went out with one of the volunteers and we visited about ten different sites. He knew all of the people by name and took them food, water, socks, and other essentials. It was truly an eye-opening experience for me. I drive along Route 1 fairly regularly and I never had any idea there were people living in the woods all along the way home. A few weeks later there was a meeting to discuss the feasibility of finding a place where homeless people could come and get their needs taken care of at a central location.  At the meeting I asked if there was a need for computers and the response was that this was something they would definitely like to have at the center. I offered to provide the computers through the Computers for Kids program. There are now five computers at the site with three more just requested. St. Peter’s also made a generous financial donation to help get the project off the ground. The center opened in July, 2008 for now, it is open on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Saturdays, for four hours a day. and usually serves food to 40-60 people a day. The guests come to the center and can do laundry, take a shower, see a nurse or doctor, use the computers, get food from the pantry, get clothing and toiletries, and more. With the fine leadership of Suzonne Sage, St. Peter’s has provided a meal on the first Monday of each month since the summer of 2008. It is hard to say in words how moving it is to see all of the volunteers from many different religious organizations give their time, money, and love to help those less fortunate among us. I strongly urge anybody who hasn’t yet been to the center to make it a point to visit. You will not be disappointed.











Bread for the Journey





4





5








Pete’s Post 
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Treasurer’s Report








In an effort to keep the parish informed about our fiscal situation we asked the treasurer John Francis for a break down of our present situation.


The church deficit through 2009 has been:


End of 2008: $12,000


March 2009: $51,000


June 2009: $55,000


Sept 2009: $53,000


As you may recall, the church’s finance


committee presented a balanced budget for 2009 


so the year-end deficit was projected to remain the 


same as 2008 ($12,000). 


However, at the beginning 


of the year, two of our three tenants moved out of the rental properties which caused two problems. 


First, the need to repair the properties became readily apparent so we spent a great deal of funds to complete that project. Second, since it took several months to repair the properties, we had no rental income coming in for those two properties. Both of these situations led to a very quick increase of the deficit to $51,000 in March. However, the deficit has remained steady through the spring and summer months. 


The projected year-end deficit is $30-35,000. Much of this reduction is because of moving to the co-rector format for the church.














The Greatest Christmas Pageant Ever





Two Shows Only


 December 20 


8:30 and 10:30 AM





Starring your Biblical favorites as you have never seen them before!





Please mark your calendars and join us on Friday evening, November 6 at 7:00pm for a fun dinner and to enjoy two classic silent films.  St. Peter’s church organ will magically be changing it into a Theatre Organ for the evening.  You will be able to listen to some if the great theatre organ tunes as Michael Britt shows off the versatility of St. Peter’s organ.  The show will start at 8pm.





Britt, a Baltimore native, is a performer of theatre organ music and is in demand throughout the country as a silent film accompanist.  He has performed for chapters of the American Theatre Organ Society and most recently, for the Region


III American Guild of Organists Convention in Baltimore.  He has been featured on Maryland Public Television and other televised presentations on the theatre pipe organ and Maryland’s Free State Theatre Organ Society.  In 1998, Michael performed at Baltimore’s Senator Theatre where he accompanied five silent films for the National Film Registry Tour, sponsored in part by the Library of Congress.  In 2005, Michael was invited to Princeton University to accompany the silent film classic, “Phantom of the Opera” at the University Chapel where recently, he completed his fourth performance of this annual event.








Silent Movies 


… with a Live Theatre Organ Accompanist





Why is there a towel folded on the altar during all services at St. Peter’s?


Answer: The towel is a reference back to the story in John 13:1-17.  Verses three, four and five tell us that “Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself.  Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.”  This is the ultimate act of service and devotion to other people.  Even Jesus recognized that our service was to one another.  We are to serve, not be served.  The Greek word that is translated “towel” in this passage is the word for “the towel or apron which servants put on when about to work.”  The towel is a symbol of St. Peter’s mission as a servant to the people that God brings into contact with us.  Co-rector Mary-Marguerite reminds us that when we see the towel folded on the altar, it is a “reminder of our servant ministry.”  Many articles in many commentaries have been written trying to explain why Jesus did what He did and to dig out hidden theological meanings.  But we mustn’t get lost in the arguments about why but rather focus on the purpose; we are God’s servants to a world that doesn’t recognize that God is even an active part of daily life.  We are the most of God that many people will see.


For the next issue the question is:





Why is there a candle hanging over the altar area that seems to always be lit.?  What does it mean and where did the idea to have such a candle come from?








Kudos
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